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Message from the President 

Hello and welcome to the fall of 2015! 

Reunion 2015 was well attended with more than 250 alumni and 
family traveling from all over the world to spend the weekend 
together. A new executive board was elected.  We look forward to 
working with you over the next three years to continue CBAA’s 
legacy.  There are several signature CBAA events in the planning 
stages so please stay connected with us.  Please volunteer for 
committees. September 17-19, 2015 was a memorable weekend as 
Cornell installed its first female president in 150 years. - I hope you 
were able to attend the inauguration! Our continued participation 
in the life of Cornell will demonstrate our visible legacy in Cornell’s 
history. 
 - Michelle Brown-Grant ‘88, President  
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HOMECOMING 2015: 
BLACK on the HILL 
September 18th & 19th!  
CBAA was on-campus for a weekend of fellowship - complete with 
lectures, music, parties and food - that paid homage to some of 
your favorite Black movies. The weekend is said to have fed souls 
and restored memories of those good ole times you had on the 
Hill. A big shout out to Chavez Carter (VP Student Relations) for all 
of his work coordinating the weekend with students, 
administration, faculty and staff! Keep your eyes on Facebook and 
the CBAA website for pictures and reflections.  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Get Involved with 
CBAA! 

Want to get involved with CBAA?  
Become a dues paying member! 
To be considered an active 
member of CBAA, you must have 
either paid your individual dues 
of $35 or lifetime member dues 
of $325 (one-time payment). 
Advantages: 
• Vote at general body 

meetings and elections 
• Network with alumni 

across all decades and 
disciplines 

• Connect with friends and 
former classmates 

• Enjoy special discounts 
(The Buyers Club) 

• Receive discounts to CBAA 
events 

• Access to job 
announcements via the 
members-only section 

• Advertise your own 
business on our website 

To register and pay dues online 
(via PayPal), please visit our 
website at www.cbaa1976.com. 

http://www.cbaa1976.com


Volume IV, Issue I October 2015

What About Dues? 
Our collective hard earned Cornell Black Alumni Association Inc. , 
(CBAA) dues at work provides funds to promote fundraising 
initiatives like the James and Janice Turner and CBAA Cornell 
Tradition Scholarships.  CBAA membership dollars also promote 
networking and career opportunity events across the nation.  While 
direct donations fund scholarships, CBAA dues provide the 
environment for sustained donations.      
CBAA dues help ensure Cornell University showcase and promote 
our alumni input on campus governance and initiatives. CBAA 
funded presentations are a direct representation of membership 
priorities and concerns.  
CBAA life membership dollars provide capital used to generate 
interest earned to directly and indirectly fund alumni and on 
campus initiative; directly, the African Kente cloth graduation stoles 
and indirectly the CBAA Literary Grant.  
Your dues are an integral part of CBAA’s continued legacy of 
success.  Please give and continue to promote CBAA.  Thanks. 
- Darien Ward ’90, Our Returning Treasurer 

Programming & Expansion 
with 
Ifeoma  
I am excited to have 
been elected to serve 
as the new VP of 
Programming for 
CBAA.  I am a 2002 
graduate of the 
Architecture 
undergraduate 
program and Africana 
Studies Certificate 
program.  Although I 
am originally from New 
York, I have been living 
and working in Cape Town, South Africa for the past five years as 
an Urban Designer.  This year life is coming full circle through my 
plans to return to Brooklyn, New York.   
It has been awesome to watch CBAA grow through the years and I 
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Get Involved with 
CBAA! 

Join one (or three!) of our six 
committees: 
• Membership 

• Programming 

• Scholarship & Fundraising 

• Campus & Student Relations 

• Communications 

• Secondary/Graduate Schools 

Help plan the 2018 Reunion: 
If you’re interested in helping 
plan the next CBAA Reunion, feel 
free to reach out to Ashley Black 
at secretary@cbaa1976.com. 

mailto:secretary@cbaa1976.com?subject=CBAA%20Reunion%20Volunteer
mailto:secretary@cbaa1976.com?subject=CBAA%20Reunion%20Volunteer
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look forward to making a contribution to future progress.  I hope to 
continue the amazing work over the past few years of keeping 
CBAA alumni engaged through meaningful programming.  My 
vision for CBAA over the next 3 years is to expand the scope of 
programs internationally.  I would love to see at least one to two 
international trips while serving in this role.  I envision that these 
trips will be a combination of volunteer and tourism for all age 
groups.    I think that it would be great to establish chapters on the 
African continent and align those chapters with Cornell Study 
Abroad Programs to create a connection between Alumni on the 
African continent and current students interested in working 
abroad.   
I want to get to know you CBAA members and have fun working 
with you to organize great events for our fellow alum.  If you have 
any great ideas for events in your city or if you are at all interested 
in being a part of the programming committee in your city please 
drop me an email!  
- Ifeoma Ebo ’02, VP Programming 

Connecting with Students 
I graduated in 2015 with a Ph.D. in Immunology and Infectious 
Disease.  As the CBAA Vice President of Student Relations, I serve 
as the official campus liaison between the various offices of student 
services, CBAA, undergraduate, graduate, and professional 
students currently enrolled at Cornell University.  Sustaining strong 
relationships with these bodies 
as well as forging new 
relationships on campus are at 
the forefront of the goals for 
this position. I plan to 
implement a strategic set of 
objective to address the ever-
changing needs of the student 
body.   
1.Maintaining a Visible 
Presence in the 
Undergraduate Community – 
CBAA’s many year of activity 
and engagement has lead to a 
strong presence and 
relationship with the black 
undergraduate students at Cornell.  This is directly correlated with 
continuous communications with various corner stone 
undergraduate groups on campus such as the Black Students 
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Recap: CBAA Reunion 

Did you miss CBAA’s 2015 
reunion?! If so, you missed a lot! 
Coinciding with Cornell’s 
Sesquicentennial celebration (Go 
Big Red!) CBAA and CLAA 
combined for a massive 
celebration that included an array 
of lectures, panels, parties and 
good food. Here’s a quick 
highlight of events: 

• Friday’s Welcome Back BBQ 
with a guest appearance by 
outgoing CU President, David 
Skorton (Shout out to Chavez 
for Djing!) 

• The “State of Multicultural 
Cornell” Luncheon - 
administrators, staff and 
students that provided 
insight into current students’ 
on-campus experience 

• CBLAN’s discussion: “The 
Emancipation Proclamation: 
Did it Really Free Any 
Slaves?” 

• Soul, Hip-Hop and R&B at the 
Arts Quad tent parties, with 
DJ Rich Medina ‘92 and the 
Brownskin Band 

• SWEATBOXX  

• CBAA Banquet with guest 
speaker Adepero Oduye ’99 

Thanks to Petula Brown ‘92, 
Morris Melvin ‘75 and the rest of 
the reunion planning committee 
for all of their hard work! Want to 
see pictures? Morris took great 
ones - check them out here! 
- Ashley Black ‘14, Secretary

http://morrismelvin.photoshelter.com/gallery/CBAA-Reunion/G0000s2CxOpvNMBw/1
http://morrismelvin.photoshelter.com/gallery/CBAA-Reunion/G0000s2CxOpvNMBw/1
mailto:vpprogramming@cbaa1976.com?subject=Joining%20the%20Programming%20Committee
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United BSU and the Center for Intercultural Dialogue at 626 
Thurston Ave.  We plan to continue co-programming with these 
and other entities that serve our target demographic.   
2.Expand Programming with Graduate and Professional Students – 
We see an exciting opportunity to expand our presence for 
graduate and professional students.  Student organizations such as 
the Diversity and International Committee, Black Graduate and 
Professional Association (BGPSA), Black Graduate Business 
Association (BGBA), and Black Law Student Association (BLSA) are 
thriving student groups on campus. We can better meet the needs 
of the graduate student population by expanding services with 
these student organizations.    
3.Increase Hallmark CBAA Events on and off Campus – The goal 
for the next three years is to increase the number of on and off 
campus events sponsored by CBAA.  These events are designed to 
continuously engage our membership as well as potential 
members both in Ithaca and surrounding metropolitan areas. 
 Additionally, we plan to bring more of our membership to campus 
by raising the profile of annual events such as homecoming.   
- Chavez Carter, PhD ’15, VP Student Relations 

Growing Membership 
My vision is, on an annual basis, to get the greatest possible 
number of Cornell alumni involved in CBAA by facilitating a range 
of programs and services so appealing that alumni will seek to 
remain engaged with Cornell and each other. 
My role as vice president of membership is to bring forth this vision 
by encouraging alumni to participate actively in the Cornell 
community by attending events, volunteering, and contributing to 
the greatness of our University. 
- Michael Cannon ‘04, VP Membership  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Doing Great Work? 
Share it! 

CBAA will profile two members 
per month via our various 
communication streams. We 
hope this initiative will grant the 
opportunity to learn more 
about what our fellow 
Cornellians are doing and 
congratulate them on their 
successes. If you’re interested in 
being profiled, please reach out 
to VP of Membership, Michael 
Cannon, at 
vpmembership@cbaa1976.com. 

Upcoming Events 

- Annual Alvin Ailey 
Fundraiser at New York City 
Center: December 12, 2015. 
Reception at 6pm, Show at 
8pm. If interested in 
attending, please email Ife 
Ebo at 
vpprogramming@cbaa1976.
com! 

mailto:VPMembership@CBAA1976.com?subject=CBAA%20Profile
mailto:vpprogramming@cbaa1976.com?subject=Alvin%20Ailey%20Event
mailto:VPMembership@CBAA1976.com?subject=CBAA%20Profile
mailto:vpprogramming@cbaa1976.com?subject=Alvin%20Ailey%20Event
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The Rundown! 

Dr. Ben Joins the Ancestors 
This March, we lost one of our African scholars, Dr. Yosef Alfredo Antonio ben-
Jochannan.  For more than a decade, Dr. Ben challenged many of us to reconsider our 
beliefs in his African Origins of the Major Western Religions class at Cornell.  A few of us 
had the opportunity to travel to Egypt with Dr. Ben.   

 

Alumna and Social Justice Advocate Kimberlé Crenshaw ’81 
speaks at the Schomburg 
Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw ‘81 reminded us to “Say Her Name” at the Harlem 
Book Fair Black Lives Stolen: A Conversation Panel in July.  While participating, 
Crenshaw called attention to the countless women whose lives have been taken 
at the hands of police officers. 

 

The Second Bi-annual Black Ivy Alumni Gala 
Cornell was definitely well represented at the Black Ivy Alumni 
Biennial Gala July 22!  Anika Daniels-Osaze and Jade Patterson 
Dean represented CBAA in planning this fundraising event, as 
did Cornell law school alum Priscilla Fasoro.  Adepero Oduye ‘99 
was honored as the organization raised money for high school 
students.  Cornell alum covered every corner of the venue.  Fritz 
Celestin ’86 provided the music, which had us on the dance floor 
reminiscent of RPU’s, Steppin’ Out days!   Thank you to the 
alumni who supported the event.   
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Maryland Student Send-Off at Nixon’s Farm 
The Maryland student send-off was hosted by Cornell Club of 
Maryland and our own Vice President of Fundraising, Randall 
Nixon ’78, at his farm on August 2nd. Special thanks to all the 
alumni that shared the afternoon with incoming freshmen and 
their families 
 

Annual Alvin Ailey Fundraiser for 
Scholarships Coming Soon! 
On Saturday, December 12th, CBAA will be 
hosting our annual Alvin Ailey Fundraiser. All 
proceeds will support the James & Janice 
Turner Scholarship. We would love for you to 
help us fundraise by:  Attending the event; 
Becoming a sponsor for the reception; or 
sending  a donation. 
 

A Brief Reflection: Cornell & Inclusion 
In 1864, 100 years before the Freedom Summer of 1964, Ezra Cornell was asked if a Negro could attend his 
school. The question was intended to be provocative. He replied, “if he's smart, and if he can make it in the 
world, he can come here.” This was an astonishing assertion in 1864. And while we shouldn't be naive about 
the great difficulties that people of color faced when they attended Cornell, we know that, for the very first 
time, the doors of an elite academic institution were opened to them. 

The Founders resolved that Cornell, like the nation that had been brought forth from the American Civil War, 
should bring forth a new birth of freedom: that liberty should be leavened with equality, and that 
opportunity should be the guiding ethos of the reunited nation. 

Additionally, every Cornellian needs to understand the debt of gratitude they owe to Mickey Schwerner, 
Cornell '61.  He became one of the troika known to history as “Schwerner, Chaney, and Goodman”. Last year 
represented the 50th anniversary of Freedom Summer. You may have read about the Freedom Summer of 
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1964, in which college students and  other young people from the north went to the south to register black 
voters. These brave young men were brutally murdered in June 1964 by the Ku Klux Klan. Go rent the movie 
“Mississippi Burning,” for more info! Mickey Schwerner's sacrifice – as well as those of James Chaney and 
Andrew Goodman -- was the embodiment of our school motto, "any person, any study". He believed in it, 
and he sacrificed for it. Andrew Goodman's parents were both Cornell '36, and they became a noted 
activists to keep alive the sacrifice of these three young men in the struggle for civil rights. They are 
commemorated in a stained glass window in Sage Chapel, made possible by a gift from the Class of '61.  
Cornell held several commemorations of this event on campus last year, and it's legacy holds a prominent 
place in the ethos of the university. 
- Randall Nixon ‘78, VP Fundraising/Scholarship 
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1000 Words  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